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Part I: Who will Adina Be? 

Scene 1 : The Theme 

 

INT. BLACKSCREEN – CONTINUOUS 
SCREEN shows verses in white text. 
 

NARRATOR (unseen) 
 

“Those who are wise will shine with the brightness of heaven, and those who 
lead others to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.  Daniel 12:3. 
 
“In the consecrated life . . . Christ’s faithful propose to follow Christ more 
nearly.” Catechism of the  0 Td
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 I have given him an emphatic ‘No’. 

JULIA, MOTHER 

 Shhhh! 

Motioning like she wants no such talk before Augustine, and then another need to be hushed” 

 Oh someone is here!   

Looks around. 

Why come up (to the porch) Mr. Williams! 

JOHN WILLIAMS 

Shakes hands warmly with Augustine.   

 Sir! 

Takes Julia’s hand.  

 Mrs. Zavala! 

Julia motions with the other that he take a seat which he does. 

 Is my favorite family all accounted for on this fine evening? 

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

 Mary is painting inside; I am here only in spirit. 

JULIA, MOTHER 

 Adina, Mr. Williams told me he had written a poem yesterday!   

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

I’m afraid my mind is a little too distracted to follow Mr. Williams’ fine verses this 
evening.   

JULIA, MOTHER 

Disappointed 

 Oh, you are in such an ill humor. 

JOHN WILLIAMS 

 Don’t let me abuse my welcome.  Perhaps I could come back some other time. 

Williams stands up again. 
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JULIA, MOTHER 

Mr. Williams you will do that. 

She stands up and grabs his arm. 

It is wonderful that you a man of business, have taken the time to add beauty to our 
everyday thoughts. Please, John, come back . . . tomorrow night at this time. Mary 
will eagerly await the chance to give her learned reaction, and as for Adina . . .  she 
will . . . 

Looking sternly at Adina 
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You are a great teacher. The children love you. 
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JULIA, MOTHER 

I just think you are someone a woman could really trust with her whole life and soul.  

Eagerly, and innocently: 

What do you think, Adina? 

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

I think, Mr. Williams, there is a false melodrama, perhaps some cloying sentimentality. 
Didn’t Jesus, Paul and the Psalmist and all our blessed Popes all use wine?   

MARY ZAVALA 

Adina, you are so critical of others!  What about your own imperious desire for coffee?   
Mr. Williams is in the spirit of the laws for temperance and perfection that are 
sweeping the nation.  The past is not always worth preserving.   

  
Scene 5:  Father Augustine Dies, 1894. 

INT. HOME. 8PM Evening.  Sister Flaviene continues to cycle through the Hail Mary, until stopped by 
Augustine: 

SISTER FLAVIENE 

Hail Mary full of Grace.  The Lord is with you.  Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.  Holy Mother, mother of God, pray for us 
sinners, now and at the hour of our death . . .  

AUGUSTINE 

Dying.  But almost like he is also wishing Sister Flaviene might stop. 

uhhhhhhh 

JULIA 

Pulling away from the dying man, and sitting in a corner so he won’t hear. 

I need help.  I need help.  I need help.  This reminds me of Florence and Zita’s death.  
I don’t know if I can . . . 

MARY 

 Oh Mom. 

Hugs mother. 
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SISTER FLAVIENE 
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Screen Wipe with passage of time.  Mary is still up and writing a letter. Mary would speak into mic at 
another time, and be seen merely writing the letter.  Fountain pen? The camera could even show part of 
the letter. 

Dear Edward.  It is tough to tell what is going on with a sister I do not understand, and 
parents who can’t hold on to money.   

You have asked about my family background many times. Grandfather Lorenzo, of 
course, was a great man. He was a governor of Yucatan4 in Mexico for many years.  
He wrote a famous history of Mexico.  He 
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MARY CATHARINE 

May read it, but with great expression. 

O beautiful opal, my fiery gem 

Exquisite pleasure to me 

Foretelling all sorrows, loves, and joys 

Holds the ring out. 

I would sing a song to thee. 

When some sweet surprise awaiteth me 

Thou Flashest the brightest fire 

Again thou wearest a dull, dead hue 

Telling of evils dire. 

When the love of my heart is thinking of me 

Becomes a little emotional. 

Thy colors brightest are 

And thou has blazed they brightest hue 

Pauses. 

Since my love has gone afar. 

Breaks into ambiguous weeping. One Camera. Zoom in Closeup of Mary. 

JULIA 

O my, . . .  

Shakes her head. 

one daughter doesn’t seem to like men; and the other’s true-and-only beau lives on 
the other side of the earth. 

Straightens up. 

I wish in the meantime that you and Adina could publish your lovely poems and make 
some royalties.  As it is, you might have to sell your lovely ring! 



13 
 

 

Scene 8: Adina’s DRT votes to accept auxiliary members5 

INT. Anytime.  Parlor Meeting of Women. Adina could have coffee cup.  

  

WHITE TEXT ON DARKSCREEN 
 

Meeting of the San Antonio Chapter of the Daughters of the  
Republic of Texas.  San Antonio 1897 

 

ELLA GODOY 
In an impassioned rant: 

 
I joined this organization back in 1889 with Adina. We have always been proud 
Texans.  Since we joined the state chapter in 1893, certain secretaries in Houston 
have been henpecking me to death.  They want me to prove that my grandfather was 
an early citizen of the Lone Star Republic.  Well the story is, that he was in 
Nacogdoches.  Then the whole family was forced off his land . . .  
 

CARRIE KEMP 

Miss Godoy, I don’t think the state organization is opposed to women becoming 
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 It is, when your ancestors were . . .   Spanish.6
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ancestors. My father’s recent will, shows we might even have land there.  Yes, I know 
San Jacinto achieved the independence of Texas. 

But sisters, it is the Alamo here in San Antonio that we must truly sanctify.  We will 
teach future generations to glorify this defeat. Hence we will glorify self-sacrifice. We 
will justify lives given for others, rather than plunder gained for ourselves.    We and 
future generations hence will uplift the golden altar ornament of crucifixion. The story 
of Alamo will begin to teach future generations th
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Alamo Convent which later became the Long Barrack, and the Alamo Chapel, in 
addition.  
 

Now more unflinching.  
I, for one, vow to help Adina secure the Long Barrack, the former Convent, the place 
where the Alamo’s brave defenders actually died, from the Schmeltzer Grocery 
interests.  Our sacrifice will be but a routine chore compared to the terrors known to 
our ancestors. We need a Great Alamo Memorial, composed of both the Barrack and 
the Chapel, to honor the ideals that Miss De Zavala has so nobly championed. 

 
MARY De ZAVALA 

Raises her hand, is recognized by Godoy, but irreverently, staying seated. 
 

Well sister, you have my vote too, but I’m a little worried about your own penchant 
for holocaustic self-sacrifice. I wonder if you’re going to become like one of the 
Alamo defenders trying to do all this. 
 

CARRIE KEMP 

Seated now as well. 

     Jennie, could I impose on you to ask what you think of this? 

JENNIE FEY LYTLE 
Comes to the front.  More diffident. Speaks haltingly and is nervous. 

 
Thank you, Mrs. Kemp, and Mrs. Godoy.  Sisters, I am not sure I follow Miss De 
Zavala, and her learned discourse.  I do know that my husband is not a very 
sentimental person.  But as a San Antonio businessman he is interested in the goals 
that Adina has discussed.  As you know, he has contributed a good deal . . . to our 
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We may all interpret the the Alamo differently.  But we should do everything to 
make this place 
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HENRY DE ZAVALA 
Irritated. 

 
Look you are asking for help.  Why do you continue to regard my mother as a 
common prostitute? 

 
Scene 12: Henry shows he is in the game for the Zavala land, not friendship. 

EXT.  Daytime on porch. Henry writes a letter, and speaks thus:  The Camera shows him writing. 

My dearest young bride, 
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 Well I had thought . . .  
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Your building, the former Long Barrack, the former convent of San Antonio de Valero, 
was where William Travis and the others actually died defending our freedom.   

GUSTAVE SCHMELTZER 

Lights a cigar, even though it could be offensive. He now clearly is working on something other than 
Zavala’s offer.  He is becoming more and more objectionable, as if to drive her off. 

Pardon me, for my pernicious vice here (indicating his smoking habit). I shtill don’t 
understand vhy you must have zis ancient building. Just decorate za Chapel! 

ADINA DEZAVALA 

We want space to cherish, the sacrifice. Mr. Schmeltzer. You too, in the spirit of that 
sacrifice, could help us out a little more . . .  

GUSTAVE SCHMELTZER 

Don’t expect me to be za super-patriot when you can’t even convince our state’s 
best patriots to pony up za money.  . . .  

Scolding 

I can, I belief, give you za 
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which we have embossed, and put in this frame, that you might take pride in this 
very true act of patriotism! 

Schmeltzer looks dubious 

Scene 14: Adina and Clara Driscoll Exchange Letters (1902) 

INT. Two rooms. CROSS-CUTTING SCENES.  Both are seen writing letters with voiceovers.  
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The store has a gaudy superstructure and sign over the Long Barrack.  This robs the 
scenic Chapel of its beauty--and value.   Miss Driscoll, we beg you! Help us acquire 
the Schmeltzer building! 
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Scene 15: Adina and Clara Meet (1903) 

EXT.
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Driscoll turns around to the building. Cutaway: Camera zooms out to take it in, and then in on the 
women The two shake hands.  

CLARA DRISCOLL 

Looks around. 

 O dear, there are no benches.  This is still so unlike Paris! 

ADINA DEZAVALA 

 Don’t worry, I have brought a blanket, and some lemonade. 

Adina spreads out the blanket on the lawn, and opens the jar, sharing it with Clara.  Screen wipe, 
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that is,  

Talks faster. 

the twin buildings of the Alamo, the Chapel and the Long Barrack, it will be well spent.  
I cannot but dream at this instant that God has chosen you for this task.  Miss Driscoll, 
you alone have the patriotism and the assets to close the Schmeltzer deal.  Believe me, 
I will labor for the rest of my life to insure that you are paid back in full. 

CLARA DRISCOLL 

 What gives you this resolution? 
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And I am so impressed with you!  I hear that you too are a writer, working on the story 
of the Alamo, just as I am. In fact, I know that your mother’s name also is Julia, and so 
is mine!  And you are a Roman Catholic. . .  and I am too! 

Scene 16: SWT Lanham Meets with Clara and Adina (1904) 

INT. Daytime. Could be office or parlor. The bearded Governor, is in a rough circle of seats of the big 
three—Lanham, DeZavala, and Driscoll.  They are having tea/coffee.  Lanham is “old school,” laid 
back, and expansive.  He is also trying to shave off the price the state must pay for the Schmeltzer land.  
The scene commences with all the participants firmly settled as if the conversation had been going on for 
some time.   

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

Governor Lanham, if I may ask, I know you came to Texas just after the Civil War.  
Did you first settle in Weatherford near Fort Worth? 

GOVERNOR SAMUEL LANHAM 
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GOVERNOR SAMUEL LANHAM 

The shadows of the few of us who yet remain are lengthening in the sunset of our days.  
But from the promontory in which I view my experience, I am so touched and 
impressed by you, Miss Driscoll . . .  and you too, Miss Zavala. As Daughters of the 
Confederacy, you work to insure that the torch of liberty continues to shine.  The 
conceptions you both have of your own particular family’s patriotic lineage here in 
Texas is vast.  It resembles the sublime awareness known to the family of Cato in 
Roman times, or the Davidic dynasty in Jerusalem.   At the same time, the knowledge 
that you two ladies have of the Alamo exceeds, I am convinced, that of the entire male 
race!   

Chuckles. 

Miss Driscoll, on behalf of the State of Texas I wish to heartily assure you, and Miss 
Adina also,  that if you can for the time being, purchase the land around the Alamo 
Chapel, with the intention of saving it for the edification of future generations of 
Texans, I will make two promises:   

Pauses for effect, and to make sure all are listening. 

The first is that I will labor to insure that the state of Texas reimburse you ladies  . . .  
. . . $65,000 for this impressive act.  The second is that I will support the motion that 
the organization you lead, the Daughters of the Republic of Texas, will have the 
exclusive right to administer this site.   

CLARA DRISCOLL 



29 
 

Smiling, Lanham looks on patronizingly.  Driscoll is resigned but quick in reply. 

CLARA DRISCOLL 

Well  . . .  thank you Governor . . .  (cooly looking him over) yes we do. 

She extends her hand and shakes that of Lanham’s 

GOVERNOR LANHAM 

Continuing to hold and shake her hand. 

I am delighted Miss Driscoll.  As a representative of Texans everywhere, I thank you 
for your abiding patriotism!  This agreement, I am sure, will also fix in people’s minds 
the spirit of sacrifice that you have so nobly exuded. 

Governor turns to shake Adina’s hand, which he also holds and shakes anomalously long. 

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

Governor Lanham, from the bottom of my heart I thank you, and I pray to God for 
your abiding welfare, and good fortune. 

GOVERNOR LANHAM 

Oh and it is so good to meet the granddaughter of Texas’s first Vice President!  Thank 
you and your San Antonio group also for your financial contribution, and your 
willingness to administer the Alamo. 

.  The women leave the room, and then in an outer hallway remark to one another: 

CLARA DRISCOLL 

Unimpressed and with a professional air. 

 That old man is such a coward.  

ADINA DEZAVALA 

Raising arms from side to side as if she will not be denied a hug. 

O Clara, I know what you mean.  I just saw much of my organization’s cash reserves 
vanish, and we will definitely strain to keep our promise to split the difference with 
you on the extra costs. But I can hardly constrain the song in my heart.  The Alamo is 
ours to rear, and treasure!   

Sees her friend is not quite as enthusiastic. 

Of course, without your resources and influence, 
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No Clara, you are fabulous.  Our Houston ladies laud your benefactions.  They don’t 
mind superintending the San Jacinto site, and leaving other projects to the women 
elsewhere.  

CLARA DRISCOLL 

Well, what’s the problem then? 

CORNELIA BRANCH STONE 

I think what we all resent is . . . the propaganda we are hearing.  This head of the San 
Antonio chapter, seems to want women in the DRT whose ancestors may have even 
been on the other side. . .  into our organization!  How are we going to commemorate 
our patriotic ancestors, when we have a leader in our midst?   

She talks about all this Spanish mission history, this San Antonio stuff.  All these boring 
details about Franciscan missionaries, and old bells, and priests deciding to do this or 
that . . .  

I know for a fact that there are several women who belong to the DRT or who could 
belong, who do not go to the San Antonio meetings because of her . .  

That chapter seems on the eve of celebrating the wonders of Spanish culture, and the 
defeat of our ancestors.  

CLARA DRISCOLL 

Well, I don’t know if you are quite right about that, Cornelia. Of course, Our devout 
San Antonio maiden, Adina, does have that . . . Mexican background . .  .  doesn’t she. 
. . .  

Leaves the question open as to whether they might actually be dealing with some kind of traitor. 

What I notice is this strange fascination Miss Zavala seems to have . . .  with . . .  

Well . . . death! 

Drinks a sip of tea 

I think the Alamo certainly is a place to commemorate our brave ancestors.  But Miss 
Zavala is beginning to pester me with letters about . . .  

Sarcastically 

“our shared Catholicism,” and lives of the saints, and all this  well . . . bloody stuff.  

Drinks again.  
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 How so? 

CLARA DRISCOLL 

When a woman travels alone by day, she has to deal with a lot condescending train 
talk.  Her time is wasted.  But with sleeping cars, you avoid that.  You travel at night.  
Lock your compartment. Wake up in a new city.  Explore, even shop (laughs) on our 
own. 

FLORENCE EAGER 

What would your fiancé say if he  . . . O wait,  

Looks past Clara to approaching Male Secretary, and gasps as if concerned 

I think we are attracting attention . . .  

Male secretary ambles over to their table.  He clearly is interested in Clara. 

MALE SECRETARY 

Gushing with enthusiasm. 

 Well is it not amazing to see our fine Texas Ladies here in Cincinnati! 

Clara looks shocked.  Secretary takes the liberty to sit down with a big grin covering his action.  

CLARA DRISCOLL 

Recovering.  Now purposely unexcited, and polite, but in a slightly condescending way. 

 O yes, you were the governor’s assistant, Ot, 



35 
 

 

MALE SECRETARY 

Say, if you are here in Cincinnati alone, I should really take the liberty of escorting 
you ladies around the town. 

CLARA DRISCOLL 

 That will not be necessary, though you are a wonderful gentleman to suggest this. 

Two ladies stare at him with cold smiles. 

MALE SECRETARY 

Well I would hate to allow two of our most illustrious, young Texas maidens to be 
the target of some . . . drummer, or drunk.  Ha.   You never know what might 
happen in a godless northern city like this! 

CLARA DRISCOLL 

Kind Sir, your gallantry is wonderful.  Thank You. But we are not in need of such 
service today. 

FLORENCE EAGER 

 Yes, it really isn’t . . .  

Less able to prevaricate so freely. 

 Necessary. 

MALE SECRETARY 

Very well then, as long as you know. . . . Uh . . .   I would not consider it a waste of 
time to have this opportunity. 

Eyes Clara. 

FLORENCE EAGER 

Shaking his hand. 

 Thank you, but it is altogether unnecessary sir, you are so kind! 

CLARA DRISCOLL 

Shakes his hand as well 

 Thank you, and maybe we will see you again in Texas some time. 
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Male Secretary leaves somewhat crestfallen.  The two ladies look at each other with a look of half-
chagrin, with Eager ready to laugh. 

Scene 20: Later that Night in a Hotel Room 

INT.  The two ladies are giggling together in a hotel room with wine glasses. 

FLORENCE EAGER 

I’m sorry Clara, but I just loved the look on your face when our young Texas gallant 
came over. 
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Do you all know that Mrs. Jones is the wife of our last Texas President, Anson 
Jones!  Thank you Mary! Let’s all have a round of applause here for Mary Jones! 
 

Everyone applauds. 
 
Now I would like to speak on this issue that has been raised.   

 
Now focuses on Clara.  Gushing sweetly and melodramatically. 
 

We ladies are so beholden to you, Miss Driscoll.  Your act of patriotism, in diverting 
your private resources to this project stands out, as the most exciting act of charity 
ever known by our organization.  I express my fondest wish that Miss Driscoll 
proceed with her plans. 
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Clara raises her hand.  Mary Jones does not pick her, but looks away from Clara’s hand.  Clara then 
jumps to her feet. 
 

ELLA GODOY 
 

Wait!  Why hasn’t our San Antonio Chapter been informed about this development, 
this is outrageous! 

 
Decorum is lost, there is an uproar, women are all speaking, but Adina tands and speaks the loudest. 

 
ADINA DE ZAVALA 

Asking pointedly. 
 



41 
 

 Ladies, ladies.  Come to order! 
 
Scene 22: The EC Decides to Get a Locksmith 

INT. Parlor. 
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ADINA DE ZAVALA 

Comes to the door.  Goes outside.  Says authoritatively. 

 What on earth are you doing? 

LOCKSMITH 

 Well, I’m changing the locks, Mam, as I have been paid to do. 

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

 You are what? 

LOCKSMITH 

He gives her a blank expression. 

ADINA DE ZAVALA 
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ADINA DE ZAVALA 

Grabs the screwdriver, and fiercely out of his hand, picks up a hammer; points the screwdriver at him 
like a knife, and raises the hammer.  Her eyes blaze forth. 

 You will do this over my dead body! 

LOCKSMITH 

Tries to do an end run.  She blocks him.  Tries another end run.  She blocks that, but this time he 
collides with her, and trips, falling down. 

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

Have you no respect, for a maiden either?  Will you molest me, pilfer from the State, 
and steal from God? 

LOCKSMITH 
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What I worry about now, is that she will come in, and seize all the Alamo artifacts.  
Driscoll will then deem them ugly, because that is her criterion.  And then SHE will 
sell them off and replace them with her dismal collection of watercolors. 

 
JENNIE FEY LYTLE 
 

  By the way, where is Carrie Kemp? 
 

Innocently, but with the dawning look, that she may have told Kemp too much.. 

  I saw her at the Maennerchor
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Adina clearly doesn’t know either, but she continues in a rapturous vein even while obviously in pain. 

Jennie, I maintain that we could best ask a child that question.   The answer is not as 
important as the feeling we so often dismiss.  I am convinced that if children can just 
touch the objects used by noble people, they will be in time inspired by their high 
ideals.   

JENNIE FEY LYTLE 
 

I wish I knew for sure that taking all these objects from the Alamo Chapel was a high 
ideal. 
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FLORENCE EAGER 

Cornelia, I have heard through Carrie Kemp that the Alamo has been robbed of its 



48 
 

I am here to serve a Court-Ordered Mandatory Injunction to one Adina de Zavala for 
removing state-owned artifacts from the Alamo Chapel, and barrack. 

Policeman.  Perhaps a novice bristles as if ready to act. 

 And who are you, Miss, may I ask? 

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

I am . . . Adina De Zavala, granddaughter of Texas’ first Vice Present, Lorenzo De 
Zavala, and President of the San Antonio Chapter of the Daughters of the Republic of 
Texas.   In 1905 we were accorded by Governor Lantham, and the Texas Legislature 
the right . . .  

POLICEMAN 

 We don’t want to hear your spiel (pronounced speel). 

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

 You are not getting the relics! 

SHERIFF 

In that case, you will go to jail right now. We will get the relics, even if it takes 
months, while you sit in prison with a bunch of crazy inverts!15 
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Here they are!  Deprive them from the guardian with whom Governor Lantham 
placed this sacred trust.  Give them to a lot of rich ladies who are good at buying 
justice! 

POLICEMAN 

Agitated, again acting as if De Zavala is about to attack. 

 Hold your horses! 

SHERIFF 

More Measured seeing the relics, and begins to inspect them, seeing them unharmed. 

Miss, you have done the right thing.  So far, we do not have a warrant for your 
arrest.  If these are all of them, you are out of trouble.  But there is one more thing . 
. . your key to the Alamo Chapel! 

Adina breaks into tears, turning her eyes from what her right hand must do, dropping the key in the 
hands of the sheriff. Zoom in close-up of Adina under duress. 

Scene 28: Zavala’s Group:  Their Reaction to Driscoll’s group 

INT.  the group is having 
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She may also be, I have heard, Roman Catholic nun, in disguise! 
 

MRS. CORNELIA BRANCH STONE 
 
I can just imagine her springing up like some hellcat, claws extended.  Isn’t there 
some way we could drum her and her chapter out of the DRT before she wrecks 
everything at the coming state meeting? 
 

MRS. MARY SMITH JONES (OLD). 
 
Ohh, our group’s constitution is not quite ready for this kind of challenge.  

Perks up. 
But we are getting there.  If our plenary meeting ends with another failure, the 
Executive Committee can find a legal way I believe to do exactly this. 
 

Scene 30: Adina and Mary talk things over: Henry’s Bill.  Difficult Times. 

INT. Breakfast or lunch. 

MARY CATHARINE DE ZAVALA 

I am sorry that I can’t make it to the Austin meeting, sister, but I am happy to get out 
of here for a while.  I could not say “no” to Aunt Joann who is paying my way to see 
her.  There are so many question marks now with the 
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I am so glad you are going to see Aunt Joann, Mary.  I am embarrassed to have to ask 
Mr. Williams for the money to go to Austin for this important convention.  But I will 
do that.   

MARY CATHARINE DE ZAVALA 

Exasperated.  Wishes her sister would just marry Mr. Williams and save the family from penury. 

If Mr. Williams cares for you enough to give or loan you money, if I were you, I 
would . . . ! 

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

 I’m not doing that. 

Of course, now we have another issue.  

Getting emotional.  

Henry’s bill, O my, the black sheep of the family seems out to break us. 

MARY CATHARINE DE ZAVALA 

Now crying quite openly. 

 Adina, what are we going to do?  

 I just hope we don’t return from Houston and Austin to find all of us evicted from 
our home! 

Zoom in with close-up, cross-cutting reactions of both women. 

 

SCENE 31: The Shouting Match.  The Climactic 1907 Meeting of the DRT.  

INT.  Hall or Large Parlor.  

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

Making her foremost plea, fervently. 

It was upon the Long Barrack, and not the Chapel, on that fateful foggy dawn of the 
6th of March, 1836, where . . .  

Zavala gesticulates almost too wildly, putting her hand to her ear on the word ‘heard’, and simulating 
the glow of bullets and the dripping of blood with hand gestures. 

one heard the constant crack 
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was here on the Long Barrack that the crimson tide of our brave heroes trickled down, 
and formed puddles, shoe deep, on these sacred stones, dribbling down and over a wall 
that was mured16  together for the ages.  But it was not merely the strength of these 
stones that makes this wall precious.  It was this blood, ladies that anointed forever the 
fortress that sings of our freedom today.    

CLARA DRISCOLL 

 Madam Chairman, may I interrupt here.
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Rushes up to Jones, as an unprofessional but still medically ready would-be nurse might.   
 

Look what you’ll hav done!  The First Lady of Texas needs help! 
 

CLARA DRISCOLL 

 Quick, call a doctor!  

SCENE 32: Adina Confesses to Sister Flaviene.   

INT. In Convent Room.  Could be filmed back to back with scene 3.  

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

You realize, Sister, that what I am trying to protect was a former Convent, now 
known as the 
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You know, Adina, your cousin, Henry, the lawyer has been a help to our family over 
the years, and I have a good relation with him.  I think I will pay him a visit! 

SCENE 35:  JULIA AND HENRY 

EXT to INT. Room by Front Door. Henry appears at the door, opened by Julia. 

JULIA DE ZAVALA 

Oh its you.  Why I suppose you are here to collect more money.  Haven’t you had 
enough? 

HENRY DE ZAVALA 

 Perhaps I have. 

I have news for you. The will of your brother-in-law Richard, my half brother shows 
that I haven’t been quite the black sheep of the family that I thought.  Nor was 
Augustine left out of the picture.  Lorenzo, evidently just didn’t want the estate at2.9 ( 1DEo/.c16 (y h1.71I)0.63T3 (LI)uw 0.308w 0.3088 Td
[()5.4 (io)-4.3 (T3 (LI)8 T0d)-57 (l)4.6 (  (ar)-4 p)0.5 o( y)2.2 f)7.6 ( d
[(Au)ol)1 (s)-d0.7 (0.079 Tw 0.308f7.6 (t)5.4 ( o)9.812ut)]TJ
0 Tc e  
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Adina, there are men in work jackets, and drills who are about to destroy the Long 
Barrack! 

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

    O No they won’t!  Get Ella!  Tell her, if she possibly can, to get Henry. 

Grabs poster-boards, and candle.  

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

 Mama, I must leave . . . now! 

JULIA 

But Adina, I have something important to say.  What could you possibly be doing 
with all that?  

                 ADINA 

 I’ll explain later!  

Runs off. 

JULIA 

 Stop Adina!  There is no reason for you to do anything! 

 

SCENE 37:  Sheriff serves Injunction: 10 February 2008 

EXT.  By Long Barrack.  Morning or Daytime. John, Julie, Jennie, are holding hands as if to protect it. 

Camera describes gathering action.  Dramatic Music Cover.  Ella arrives with Henry. They smile to each 
other. Adina adamantly pulls Henry away from Ella.  

ADINA 

 Henry, Henry, tell me what I can do!  I beg you! 
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are hereby ordered now to remove all personal effects.  The City of San Antonio 
authorizes presiding officers to arrest any guilty party who through any form of 
obstruction, or non-
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 But my daughter is in there! 

SHERIFF 

I’m sorry to hear that.  But you are going to be arrested if you remain here a minute 
longer. 

     JULIA 

Under no circumstances am I leaving! 
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POLICEMAN 

 The Mayor doesn’t want a scene, 
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Miss 



64 
 

 Now I know she is full of prunes.18 
     

MRS. CORNELIA BRANCH STONE 
This is a wicked thing.  Imagine ignoring an injunction, and staking her life on that ugly 
Barrack! ‘Adina De Lawbreaker’ may be dead already if the rats have eaten her.  Carrie, 
I’m so glad that you are not only with us, but that you have invited me to stay with you 
during this crisis.  You have been such a help to Florence, Clara, and our new DRT 
here in San Antonio.   
 
Since you know Miss De Zavala more than anyone, what can we expect? 

 
CARRIE KEMP 

She is just what you might most fear if our aim is to beautify the grounds around the 
Alamo Chapel.  She will not let the Long Barrack go, not only because she thinks Texan 
soldiers died there, but because it’s a former Spanish Convent. . . And, in addition to 
all this, she thinks she is on a mission from God! 

MRS. CORNELIA BRANCH STONE 

O  . . . my . . . That makes me hate the Long Barrack all the more.  To think that it 
was a place where women were once held in bondage, in a convent, in subjugation to 
a corrupt Mexican institution . . . ! 

MRS. FLORENCE EAGER 
 

She won’t be able to go much longer, though.  One of the gentlemen in my life, Samuel 
Colfax, has discussed this with the officer in charge.  She has nothing to drink.  She 
can’t last long!   

 

Scene 40:  Worrry at Home for Adina 

INT. “Inside “Dark Long Barrack”—any place that is dark, and then INT. Parlor for Part II.  Scene 
begins either with a small light on Adina, or the sound of Adina’s voice as she prays. 

ADINA DE ZAVALA 

O God, I have nothing to drink.  And I am starting to shake from my unworthy 
dependence on coffee.  O God in Christ help me! 

                                                           
18 Victorian expression for someone who is crazy. 
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Scene moves to parlor of De Zavala house: 

SISTER FLAVIENE 

Speaking to those assembled. 

I am certainly flattered to know that you think Adina would listen me.  And I don’t 
mind trying, really!  But frankly, she hasn’t been listening to me.  This latest . . . 
incident confirms what I fear. She has become . . .  very fixed in her determination. 

JULIA DE ZAVALA 

I have tried to shout to her, and people think I am crazy.  My daughter is going to die 
in there!  And there is nothing we seem able to do about it! 

ELLA GODOY 

One thing that I am worried about is that she does have this ungainly dependence on 
coffee.  She says that when she doesn’t have it, she shakes.  Deprived of food and 
water, in what was a cool night, I could imagine that she is shaking violently right 
now! 

JENNIE FEY LYTLE 

 Wait, you say we cannot get near the place, right? 

MOTHER JULIA 

Pause.  Weeping. Camera zoom in on mother. 

 They will not even let me go up to the entrance so that I can talk to her! 

JENNIE FEY LYTLE 

Wonder if got a long pipe?  We could knock the pipe against the entrance.  Adina 
could open it, and let it in.   We could continue to stand off from afar, and pour first 
coffee and even water through the pipe.  How could they object to that? 

Everyone looks confused. Camera zoom in on Jennie with closeup. 

Scene 41: Second Day of Siege: The Victorious Pipe 

EXT. Outside of Long Barrack Siege Area. Morning. Jennie Lytle comes to the scene with a long pipe.  
Ella is holding two containers, one of coffee, and one of water.  But both lay them down before the 
policeman sees them 

ELLA GODOY 

Good naturedly. 
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 Good Day officer!  Have you heard from Miss Zavala inside? 

POLICEMAN 

Yes, I heard her praying for deliverance.  She should come out any time now.  And 
remember, you cannot in any way go near the entrance. 

Policeman stands guard briskly, as if standing to attention.  Women get the containers and pipe. 

 What are you doing with that pipe? 

JENNIE FEY LYTLE 

You have nothing to worry about, officer.  As of your orders, we are not going near 
that entrance! 

Women direct pipe from afar.  Knock it against entrance. 

ELLA GODOY 

Shouts! 
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This is madness. This article says that the Buffalo News, the New York Herald, the 
San Francisco Chronicle, and others have all picked up the story.  Its being called the 
“Second Siege of the Alamo!”  The De Zavala woman is turning our state into a 
laughing stock. 
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 What is this? 

REPORTER 
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Congratulations Clara on your wonderful marriage to Mr. Henry Sevier!  He is such 
a noble young man who has served our interests while a part of the Texas House. 
  

Cornelia smiles and tries to pour on the charm.   
  
I heard you had a beautiful service at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City, and 
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O Yes, little Oscar.  My husband knows him.   Pittsburg is that city where they had 
the 
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OSCAR COLQUITT 

Well you know, Thomas, and I’m sure we disagree here too. . .  but the Alamo is a 
symbol we need to re-examine.  The Mexican Revolution going on right now in my 
eyes is an outrageous sacrilege.  Thousands are getting killed.  The Revolutionary 
leaders are anti-Christian. Bandits are pouring into South Texas in order to escape the 
government forces and rival bands.   I think if we can’t get the United States military 
down on our Southern border, Texas itself should engage Mexico militarily again. 
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cornerstone.  But the gathering of good stone made the work go slow, and it was only 
finished fourteen years later. . . Thus the beautiful Chapel we now know as the Alamo 
appeared in 1758.  This was until the roof cracked in 1762, and it caved in! 

Screen wipe indicates passage of time.  Music plays. 

Thus to this day we have no blueprints for the hideous structure, owned by the 
Schnitzer grocery. And no reason to suspect it was part of the original site. 

OSCAR COLQUITT 

If you look at the Long Barrack, and the quality of the stone, it looks very venerable.  
When do you believe the Barrack was built? 

CORNELIA STONE 

Shuffles around with papers. 

Oh, I just wish Clara was here.  This is ridiculous!  We’re pretty sure it was built . . . 
well by some store that was before Schnitzer. 

Screen wipe indicating the passage of time 

SECRETARY 

 Well if there is no further relevant input here from the State Chapter of the DRT . . .  

Clara Driscoll barges in. 

CORNELIA STONE 

 Yes there is, there is!  The Savior of the Alamo has come just in time! 

Under her breath 

 Oh this is wonderful, wonderful. Thank you, Clara!   

Clara Driscoll comes to the lecturn. 

CLARA DRISCOLL 

Look, I don’t know exactly what has been said.  But I would like to present 
something you all can see. 

Presents enlarged photograph of the Schnitzer building abutting against the Convent. 

Do you see how the Long Barrack here overwhelms and suffocates the lovely Chapel!  
Do you see how different the Long Barrack appears here in style from the Chapel? Yes 
there was a convent in San Antonio, but it could not have been such an ugly structure, 
placed so close to the Chapel.   Yes there was a barricade near the Chapel, but the fort 
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was a matter of improvisation.  This is by contrast an ungainly brick monster that 
appeared after the Battle of the Alamo, during the days when San Antonio still had 
much to fear from a Mexican counter-attack, which happened, and from depravations 
of the Comanche! 

SECRETARY 

Do you have any other evidence you wish to present, Mrs. Sevier? 

CLARA DRISCOLL 

I would like to say one thing.  Texas needs its Alamo.  If Schnitzer had sold his building 
to the Amusement Syndicate, the crumbling Chapel would have become a mere 
appendage to a new commercial monstrosity that would have replaced the hideous 
Schnitzer Building.  I laid a $75,000 check on the table, and swallowed a $7,500 
Option Fee, to save the integrity of the Alamo Chapel.   

She looks squarely at Adina De Zavala. 

I am appalled that the same women who were so happy to receive my help in 1905 
have since become insensitive to my dream to beautify this hallowed place. I am 
appalled with the ideas I am hearing, that everything from the old Spanish period of 
San Antonio needs to be preserved.  I am appalled when our true goal, to properly 
memorialize the brave heroes of the Texas Revolution, is so brutally thrust aside. 

Some clapping from the State Group. 

SECRETARY 

OK, thank you very much Mrs. Sevier, for coming here, all the way from New York 
City, and indeed all you ladies from the State DRT!  Does anyone have any 
questions? 

No one does.  

Very well then, let’s go to the original San Antonio Chapter of the DRT, and hear your 
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Scene 49:  Anger with the Driscoll Group 

INT. Parlor. 

MRS. FLORENCE EAGER 
Balls up a newspaper with news of Colquitt’s action, and tosses it. Carrie catches it. 

 
Ohh, Another terrible article.  No wonder Clara is very upset! 
 

      CARRIE KEMP 

Of course it would have helped if she had taken an earlier train.   She was our expert. 

Un-crumpling the newspaper. 

I knew Colquitt would do us harm! That demon-rum pusher is so drunk that now he 
has got the state to spend $5,000 renovating the Long Barrack! 

MRS. CORNELIA BRANCH STONE, 
He has a mind of his own, alright.  What depresses me is how our San Antonio Law 
Breaker—Adina De Zavala, has gotten her way.  She is the most ruthless Amazon I 
have ever had to contend with. 

MRS. FLORENCE EAGER 
Well ladies, I forgot to tell you that this will be my last meeting.  Eleanor Ballinger 
will be taking over the Alamo Mission Chapter, and I will be stepping down. . .  
maybe permanently. 
 

Eager peers down at watch in imitation of Clara, as if she must leave soon. 
  

 MRS. CORNELIA BRANCH STONE, 
Why are you leaving us?   Your chapter has done such a splendid job of administering 
the Alamo! 

MRS. FLORENCE EAGER 
Well I wanted to tell you this.  Clara is so upset that she is not supporting us the way 
she used to.  And I was her friend . . . so . . .  
 

MRS. CORNELIA BRANCH STONE, 
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     O that is true, your pipe deserves a lot of the credit. 






