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NORTHEAST TEXAS COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
ATHLETIC HANDBOOK 

 

Purpose Statement 

The Intercollegiate Athletic Program at Northeast Texas Community College (NTCC) is 
consistent with the overall educational purpose of the college, which provides opportunities for 
social, moral, and personal development through competitive team sports. Strong student, 
faculty, administrative, and community support build our Athletic Department upon a solid 
foundation of pride and excellence.  

Department Philosophy 

The department is committed to the following: 

A. Ensuring that intercollegiate competition is an integral part of the total educational 
offering under the control of those responsible for the administration of the 
institution.  

B. Encouraging the broadest possible student involvement in the competitive program. 
C. Maintaining high ethical standards through commitment to the principles of self-

monitoring and self-reporting. 
D. Evaluating the competitive program in terms of the educational purpose of the 

institution. 
E. Engaging in competition with other institutions having similar philosophies and 

policies. 
F. Impressing upon participants that they are students first, athletes second. 
G. To ensure that all student athletes perform at a high level in the classroom, resulting 

in graduation from the institution. 
H. To provide a competitive schedule of intercollegiate contest designed to enable 

student athletes to reach their full potential resulting in consistent outstanding 
achievement. 

I. To develop character, commitment, and discipline in every team and every student 
athlete who represents NTCC.  

J. To provide an opportunity for students, faculty, and staff to witness and enjoy 
quality athletic competition. 

K. To be a leader in the development and maintenance of “Eagle Pride” throughout the 
college. 
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(NIRA) regulations as a condition of team membership. The Department of Athletics expects 
student athletes to be familiar with the Student Athlete handbook. Departmental and 
institutional policies, procedures, and rules are subject to change at any time as the sole 
discretion of the College.  

Overview 

The authority for the administration of the Athletics Department is vested in the President. The 
responsibility in managing the overall intercollegiate athletic program, including basic policies, 
personnel, and finances belong to the Vice President for Student and Outreach Services. The 
Athletic Director, who reports to the Vice President for Student and Outreach Services, is in 
direct control of the day-to-day workings of the entire intercollegiate program. Each head 
coach is responsible and accountable for the supervision and control of his/her sport. They 
report directly to the Athletic Director.  

A permanent Athletic Committee shall meet at least once each fall semester to review the 
activities, policies, and status of the college athletic programs. The committee must be a 
comprehensive and broad-
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F. To teach the student athlete the value of hard work, sacrifice, personal and group 
discipline, cooperation, honest and fair play, competitiveness, pride, integrity, 
punctuality, and other values that contribute to success in life. 

G. To optimize the marketing of the athletic department in an effort to enhance its image.  
H. To encourage community interest, support, and participation.  
I. To evaluate, update, and revise on a continuing basis the athletic purpose and 

objectives through a comprehensive planning, management, and evaluation of all 
aspects of the intercollegiate athletic program. 

 

 

EVALUATION 

The activities designed to address the athletic goals and evaluation criteria will be in the 
College’s Operational Plan, as coordinated with the Office of Institutional Effectiveness. 

Recruiting, Admission, Financial Aid, and Continuing Eligibility 

In matters of recruiting, admission, financial aid, and continuing eligibility of our athletes, 
NTCC adheres to the written policies of the TEAC, Region XIV, and the NIRA. These 
policies/guidelines may be found in the NJCAA handbook and casebook, located in the 
Director of Athletics office (Baseball, Softball/Fast pitch, and Men’s and Women’s Soccer), 
or in the NIRA Constitution By-Laws and Rules (Rodeo) located in the College Rodeo Coach’s 
office. 



Northeast Texas Community College  Student Athlete Handbook 

4



Northeast Texas Community College  Student Athlete Handbook 

5 
 

G. Student athletes will pay all fees associated with college housing and food services when 
due. Failure to do so can result in eviction from college housing. 

Rodeo Eligibility 

http://www.collegerodeo.com/
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C. Student-athletes who have passed a state approved equivalency exam, but have not 
been awarded the certificate or diploma, may establish eligibility by submitting written 
proof of their successful completion and the member institution keeping such proof 
(passing scores) in their audit file.  

a. B.1.c. Student-athletes who enroll in college prior to meeting the minimum 
requirements of Article V, Section 2.B.1 shall not be eligible for participation. 
Additionally, any enrollment that takes place prior to meeting the minimum 
requirements of Article V, Section 2.B.1 shall not be subject to any accumulation 
or transfer regulations provided the entire term takes place prior to the student 
meeting Article V, Section2.B.1. B.2.  

D. B.2 Home School: In determining NJCAA entrance eligibility, the college shall review the 
student-athlete’s home school high school transcript. The home school transcript must 
clearly display the following information.  

a. B.2.a. Student’s name (first, middle, last) and date of birth  
b. B.2.b. For each course completed include the following:  
c. B.2.b.i. Specific course title  
d. B.2.b.ii. Units of credit for each  
e. B.2.b.iii. Time frame or semester in which completed  
f. B.2.b.iv. Grade received  
g. B.2.c. Description of grading system used such as a grade scale or grade key.  
h. B.2.d. Graduation date (month/day/year) indicating completion of secondary 

school education.  
i. B.2.e. The name of the home school administrator who organized, taught and 

evaluated course work if not the parent named in item B.2.g below.  
j. B.2.f. The following statement, or one substantially similar, shall appear above 

the parent signature line described in item B.2.g below:  
k. B.2.f.i. “I, the undersigned, do hereby solemnly attest that this student has 

completed a secondary school education in a home school setting on the date 
indicated, and under the laws governing the state and county in which the home 
schooling occurred.”  

l. B.2.g. Name and address of parent or legal guardian with a space for their 
signature. The transcript is to be signed in the presence of the Notary Public (see 
item B.2.h below).  

m. B.2.h. The transcript must be notarized, and include:  
n. B.2.h.i. Notary Public signature B.2.h.ii. Printed name B.2.h.iii. Date B.2.h.iv. 

State and county B.2.h.v. Date commission expires B.2.i. The transcript must be 
mailed by the preparer directly to the college Admissions and Records office.  

o. B.2.j. If assistance is needed in creating a home high school transcript, the 
following website may be helpful: www.hslda. org.  
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who meet one of the four exceptions of (Article V, Section 2.C.2.b.i) shall become 
eligible at the first possible enrollment date following the approved exception. A 
student-athlete who was enrolled at a NJCAA member institution as a full-time 
student in the spring 2021 term, and graduates in the spring 2021, summer 2021 
or fall 2021 term, and is returning to the same NJCAA institution for the 2021-22 
academic year, may participate at that member institution in the fall 2021 or 
spring 2022 NJCAA sports season while enrolled in a minimum of six (6) credit 
hours. All six (6) credit hours must begin before the end of the published regular-
season schedule of the student-athletes chosen sport. The institution must 
document that the student-athlete has completed all degree requirements and 
graduated. This one-time allowance may be used for one term and is only for 
student-athletes who were enrolled fulltime at a member institution in spring 
2021. In two-term sports, a student-athlete may use this allowance in one of the 
two terms of enrollment. Student-athletes must not have previously been 
charged with competing in two, or more, seasons of the desired sport. C.2.d. 
Examination Enrollment: Student-athletes may utilize credits earned by 
examination in limited instances. C.2.d.i. Student-athletes may utilize credit 
hours earned by institutional examination toward the full-time enrollment 
requirement, where the examination was administered by the college, without 
involvement of the College Level Examination Program (CLEP) during the 
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earned through the College Level Examination Program (CLEP) may not be used 
to fulfill the enrollment requirement. C.2.e. Repetition of Passed Classes: A 
student-athlete who earns an A, B, C, D or equivalent passing grade in a class 
may not repeat that class and count that class toward NJCAA eligibility more 
than once. C.2.e.i. A repeated class is allowed to be counted towards current 
term enrollment. C.2.e.ii. In cases where a student-athlete has earned a passing 
grade but has not met the college standard for successful completion of a pre-
requisite, the student-athlete may retake the class as part of a full-time 
enrollment load in subsequent terms, but only one grade can be used to meet 
NJCAA accumulation bylaws. C.2.f. Remedial and Developmental Studies: C.2.f.i. 
Student-athletes may not take a remedial/developmental course which is lower 
than a course they have successfully completed and use that class toward NJCAA 
eligibility. C.2.f.ii. Member colleges that assign grades that signify the student is 
making progress such as “IP” or “MP” or other symbol defined in the colleges 
grade scale, may calculate these grades as a “C” grade provided the course is 
enrolled in and continued in the subsequent term. C.2.f.iii. Credit hours in 
remedial/developmental courses will count toward a student-athletes second 
season of eligibility only if successfully completed; only one attempt will be 
calculated. C.2.g. Intersession and Enrollment: Intersession hours may not be 
used toward Fall or Spring full-time enrollment eligibility.  

H. C.3. Enrollment in Sport Beginning Between Terms: At member colleges where a sport 
begins between academic terms, the following regulations shall govern enrollment 
eligibility:  

a. C.3.a. Registration: The student-athlete must be registered in classes as a full-
time student in the upcoming term.  

b. C.3.b. Academics: The student-athlete must meet all applicable academic 
requirements. 

I.  C.4. Withdrawal Regulations: The following regulations govern the eligibility of a 
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b. C.4.b. Student-athletes who withdraw completely or to part-time status within 
18 calendar days (not to end on a weekend or a Federal holiday) of the beginning 
of classes AND have not participated in any athletic competition shall not have 
that term affect their future eligibility  

c. C.4.c. Student-athletes who withdraw completely or to part-time status after 18 
calendar days (not to end on a weekend or a Federal holiday) from the beginning 
of classes OR after they have participated in an athletic competition shall have 
that term count as a full-time term for all eligibility purposes.  

J. C.5 Break of Enrollment & Delay of Enrollment: Student-athletes who take a break of 
enrollment or delay of enrollment as defined below must submit a statement to be kept 
in the eligibility audit file which details the student-athlete’s activities while he or she 
was not enrolled, his or her academic and/or work status at that time, and other 
relevant information. This information should also be submitted in the “NOTES” section 
by the institution, during the electronic eligibility filing process.  

a. C.5.a. Break of Enrollment: This occurs when a student-athlete attends college 
full-time for at least one term and subsequently enrolls part-time or does not 
enroll for at least one term, then enrolls again as a full-time student.  

b. C.5.b. Delay of Enrollment: This occurs when a student-athlete does not enroll 
full-time in the term immediately following his/her high school graduation.  

K. C.6. Postseason Enrollment Verification: Student-athlete enrollment should be verified 
24 hours prior to National Championship/Bowl competition; if a student has maintained 
and currently is enrolled in full-time status which meets the requirements of Article V, 
Section 2.C.2, 24 hours prior to National Championship/Bowl competition he/she will 
remain eligible throughout the National Championship/Bowl competition.  

a. C.6.a. Written verification is required and must be signed and dated by the 
Athletic Director and Registrar.  

L. D. Academic Progress Eligibility – The basis for NJCAA eligibility is directly related to the 
number of full-time terms a student-athlete has previously attempted.  

a. D.1. Full- -
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athletes second full-time college term must have accumulated 12 credit hours 
with a GPA of 1.75 or higher, OR  

c. D.2.c. Two or More Previous Terms of Full-Time College Enrollment: On or before 
the 18th calendar day (not to end on a weekend or Federal Holiday) of the third 
full- time, and all subsequent terms of full-time enrollment, a student-athlete 
must have passed 12 credit hours with a GPA of 2.00 or higher in the previous 
term of full-time enrollment, OR  

d. D.2.d. Best Hours Accumulation Rule: On or before the 18th calendar day (not to 
end on a weekend or a Federal Holiday) of the term the student-athlete wishes 
to participate in, a student-athlete must have accumulated passing credit hours 
with an associated GPA of 2.00 or higher in a number equal or greater than the 
student-athlete’s terms of full-time enrollment multiplied by twelve, OR  

e. D.2.e. Total Hours Accumulation Rule: On or before the 18th calendar day (not to 
end on a weekend or a Federal Holiday) of the term the student-athlete wishes 
to participate in, a student athlete-must have accumulated passing credit hours 
with a GPA of 2.00 or higher in a number equal or greater than: D.2.e.i. 36 total 
semester hours for a fall season or 48 total semester hours for a spring season, 
OR D.2.e.ii. 54 quarter hours for a fall sport, 63 quarter hours for a winter sport, 
or 72 quarter hours for a spring sport. D.2.e.iii. A student-athlete may only use 
this rule once per sport within the same semester. Once this rule is exhausted, 
the student-athlete must meet the requirements of D.2.c or D.2.d to maintain 
eligibility.  

f. D.2.f. First Participating Term Accumulation Exception for student-athletes with 
prior enrollment in multiple fulltime semesters: A student-athlete entering 
his/her first season of participation in a sport must have accumulated passing 
credit hours at a minimum of 24 semester hours or 36 quarter hours with a GPA 
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a. 
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minimum requirement of credit hours would vary between 12-22 semester/18-
33 quarter hours coupled with a 2.00 GPA for Certified student-athlete with 
disabilities prior to their second season of competition. E.1.d. Documentation 
Requirements: The following documents must be submitted, and an approval 
granted by the NJCAA National Office prior to any participation by the student-
athlete with disabilities in an NJCAA certified sport who does not meet the 
standard NJCAA requirements: E.1.d.i. A completed NJCAA Certified Learning 
student-athlete with disabilities request form. E.1.d.ii. Written documentation 
from an appropriate institutional academic authority (Special Services 
Department Head, for example) at the student-athlete’s institution of 
participation dictating that the student-athlete is registered with their office and 
they have defined the student-athlete’s full-time enrollment to be less than 12 
credit hours to compensate for the student-athlete’s disability. E.1.d.iii. Student-
athlete’s class schedule for the term in which the sport of participation will 
occur. E.1.d.iv. Up-to-date transcript(s) of all post-secondary work for the 
student-athlete to include all transfer transcripts. E.1.e. Proper Submission: All 
required information must be submitted to and approved by the NJCAA National 
Office prior to any participation by the student-athlete in an NJCAA certified 
sport; and waiver requests must be signed by any two of the following: Director 
of Athletics, College President (Chief Executive Officer), or NJCAA Designated 
Representative. E.1.f. Second Opinion: The NJCAA reserves the right to request a 
second opinion or diagnosis, the cost of which shall be borne by the requesting 
member institution.  

R. E.2. Eighteen (18) Months Non-Full-Time Attendance Exception:  
a. E.2.a. Student-athletes who have not been enrolled in college in 12 or more 

credit hours for a period of 18 calendar months or more, who have not utilized 
the certified NJCAA Student-Athlete with disabilities exemption, shall be exempt 
from first season academic requirements during their first full-time term 
following non-attendance.  

b. E.2.b. Student-athletes who meet the above exception AND whose non-
attendance was for the purpose of United States Armed Forces service, a church 
mission or participation within a recognized foreign aid service shall be exempt 
from first AND second season academic and accumulation requirements. E.2.b.i. 
Eighteen (18) months of non-full-time attendance as a result of United States 
Armed Forces service, church mission or participation within a recognized 
foreign aid service must file the request for an exception with the NJCAA 
National Office.  

c. E.2.c. The non-
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time enrollment must have accumulated 24 credits with an associated 2.00 GPA 
in prior semesters in order to participate in the first term of re-enrollment.  

d. E.2.d. Eighteen (18) months of non-attendance shall be measured from the 
student-athlete’s official date of withdrawal, or if the student-athlete did not 
officially withdraw, measured from the last date of the academic term on which 
the student athlete was enrolled full-time as recorded in the office of the 
registrar or official college documentation. 

TRANSFER RULES 

A. Transfers C.1.  
a. General Transfer Provisions C.1.a. Student-athletes who have been enrolled full-

time and attended any college beyond the first 18 calendar days (not to end on a 
weekend or a Federal holiday) of a term OR who have participated in an athletic 
contest and at a later date enroll/attend classes at another college are 
considered transfer student-athletes. C.1.b. Student-athletes may not participate 
in the same sport during the same academic year at two different colleges. 
C.1.b.i. If the student-athlete’s initial college of participation permanently ceases 
competition in that sport, the student-athlete is exempt from this rule. C.1.b.i.a. 
Documentation of the prior college’s cancellation of the sport must have been 
filed with the NJCAA National Office. C.1.b.. Fall participation in the following 
NJCAA sports shall not prevent spring participation, provided the student-athlete 
satisfies all other transfer provisions: baseball, bowling, golf, lacrosse, softball, 
and tennis. C.1.c. Grade scale: A transfer student-athlete whose prior college 
graded with a plus/minus (+/-) scale and transfers to a member college who does 
not utilize such a system must calculate the student-athlete’s GPA including such 
pluses and minuses as were recorded on the previous college transcript. C.1.d. 
Transcripts: Official college transcripts or copies of official college transcripts 
from a transfer student-athlete’s prior college must be used. Unofficial 
transcripts and grade reports are not acceptable for NJCAA eligibility. C.1.e. 
Confirmation of Transfer Status: Following transfer all NJCAA member colleges 
must verify a student-athlete’s transfer status, including, but not limited to, the 
student-athlete’s seasons of participation. The NJCAA highly recommends using 
the NJCAA Transfer Tracking Form for all transfer students. 

b.  C.2. Transfer Probation/Probation Term  
i. C.2.a. A student-athlete who transfers from an NJCAA, Four-Year or other 

Non-Member College must meet the academic requirements of Article V, 
Section 2.D to be considered for immediate eligibility following transfer.  
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iii. C.2.b.i. A student-athlete serving a probationary period at a member 
college that has a regular academic term less than 16 weeks must meet 
the 16-
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A.5.a.ii. Lodging directly tied to competition and practice held in preparation for such 
competition; 

 A.5.a.iii. Competition and practice apparel, equipment and supplies;  

A.5.a.iv. Coaching and instruction;  

A.5.a.v. Transportation;  

A.5.a.vi. Facility usage;  

A.5.a.vii. Entry fees.  

A.6. Whenever the amateur status of a student-athlete is questionable and before competition 
begins in an NJCAA certified sport, it is the responsibility of the member college where the 
student-athlete is enrolled to clear the status of the student-athlete in question and to maintain 
documents confirming the student-athlete meets all requirements for participation in the 
NJCAA as an amateur.  

B. Rules Governing Amateur Status of Student-Athletes: In determination of amateur status the 
following guidelines have been established.  
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All athletes must report and seek medical assistance for any injury or illness related or 
unrelated to their sport to the staff athletic trainers as soon as possible. In the event of an 
emergency occurring outside the athlete’s sport activities, the athlete should seek emergency 
medical attention and then report that emergency to the staff athletic trainers as soon as 
possible. 

The staff athletic trainers will assess and treat any injury or may refer the athlete to the team 
physicians or physicians 



Northeast Texas Community College  Student Athlete Handbook 

23 
 

DRUG TESTING 

The Athletic Director and head coach have the right and ability to administer drug tests on a 
random and/or selective basis. The drug tests will be overseen by the Head Athletic Trainer. The 
student athlete will be given enough notification of the drug test. Failure to show up for a drug 
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ATHLETIC POLICY CONTRACT 

 


